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The G7’s 50th annual summit, taking place in Apulia, Italy, on June 13–15, 2024, is a landmark event 
in several ways. It marks the first half century of G7 summits’ contribution to global governance, 
since their start at Rambouillet, France, in 1975 (Kirton 2024). It builds on the strong performance of 
the Hiroshima Summit on May 19–21, 2023, and its follow-up summits on December 6, 2023, 
February 24, 2024, and April 14, 2024 (see Appendix A). The Apulia Summit confronts a wide array 
of interconnected crises, starting with Russia’s war against Ukraine in Europe, deadly conflicts in the 
Middle East, and military advances by China in Asia, accompanied by climate change, energy, 
economic, financial, food and health insecurity, declines in development, debt sustainability and 
democracy, especially in Africa, and newer challenges from migration and refugees and from artificial 
intelligence (AI). Meeting at the crossroads of Europe, the Mediterranean, North Africa and the 
Middle East, G7 leaders will address these crises and work with their invited guests from the key 
countries of Brazil, India, South Africa and Argentina in the G20, Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria and Kenya 
from Africa, as well as Ukraine and Pope Francis. Invited guests will also come from the major 
multilateral and regional organizations most relevant to the summit’s priorities.  
 
In Apulia, the G7 leaders of Italy, the United States, Japan, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, 
Canada and the European Union will build on the results of the G20 summit in New Delhi on 
September 9–10, 2023, and the subsequent virtual G20 one on November 22, and the other major 
multilateral summits that followed, including the special G7 summit hosted by Italy in Kyiv on 
February 24, 2024, and another virtually on April 14, as well as the many G7 ministerial meetings that 
Italy mounted before the Apulia Summit, with an eye to the many coming after. But at Apulia G7 
leaders will have the unique responsibility to confront and control the deadly conflicts, other crises 
and challenges in ways that fulfill their shared, distinctive foundational mission of protecting the 
principles and practices of open democracy and individual liberty within their own countries and 
globally promoting them. 
 
All the G7 leaders participating at Apulia will be veterans of G7 summits. They will be led by the first 
female and youngest Italian prime minister Giorgia Meloni, at her second annual G7 summit and her 
first as host. Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau and French president Emmanuel Macron will 
be at their ninth, US president Joe Biden and German chancellor Olaf Scholz at their fourth, 
Japanese prime minister Fumio Kishida at his third, and UK prime minister Rishi Sunak at his 
second. The EU Commission’s President Ursula von der Leyen will be at her fifth and the EU 
Council’s President Charles Michel at his fifth and last.  
 
Security, the G7 leaders’ first priority, begins with the deadly conflicts in Europe, and the Middle 
East and Gulf, and military confrontations in the Indo-Pacific and Asia. These threats arise from 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, the Hamas attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, 
and Israel’s attacks in Gaza in response, Iran’s support for Israel’s enemies and its attack on Israel 
itself, a nuclear-armed North Korea increasingly threatening neighbouring South Korea and Japan, a 
militarizing China preparing to seize Taiwan by force, and the need for nuclear disarmament and 
control of weapons of mass destruction. It embraces crime and corruption and the overall need to 
defend democracy and human rights everywhere, amid the growing disinformation, polarization and 
interference in democratic elections enabled by digital communication and AI. 
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The second priority of development, debt, Africa and emerging economies starts with restoring 
development in poor countries, reducing their unsustainable debt levels and reinforcing progress 
toward the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) due by 2030, and partnering 
with Africa in equal ways. 
 
The third priority of migration and refugees covers the involuntary migrants and refugees displaced 
within their own countries, people driven from poor to rich countries by conflict, climate change and 
poverty, and people migrating legally to provide their new countries with the workers and taxpayers 
they need. 
 
The fourth priority of the climate-energy nexus is led by climate change, biodiversity loss and 
pollution in the air, oceans, fresh water and land from plastics, chemicals and other human waste. 
Human activity is now relentlessly driving the post-industrial global temperature increase beyond its 
liveable limits of 1.5°C, fuelling more frequent, persistent, intense and widespread extreme weather 
events, including historic heatwaves, floods and droughts and approaching critical ecological tipping 
points beyond which there is no return.  
 
The energy security component of this priority features clean and renewable sources as the future 
fuel of choice. This requires phasing our fossil fuel subsidies, demand management, energy efficiency, 
hydroelectricity, solar and wind power, and the newer sources of geothermal, tidal and wave power, 
small nuclear reactors, and the prospective technologies of green hydrogen and ammonia. 
Hydrocarbons, notably oil and natural gas – offered as “just transition” fuels – continue to be 
relevant.  
 
The fifth priority of food security was identified by Meloni (2023b) at the UN Food Systems Summit 
on July 24, 2023, as “high on the agenda of our G7 Presidency in the next year.” This issue centres 
on the immediate need to feed the rising number of famine-stricken countries and people. It extends 
to crafting exports and imports – amid inflation, sanctions, and environmental, social and governance 
concerns – in ways that help provide affordable, accessible, appropriate food and create the 
agricultural products, services, practices and innovation that produce sustainable development with 
healthy food for all.  
 
The sixth priority of artificial intelligence includes developing rules for its governance that enable its 
innovative potential to expand, within guardrails that ensure privacy, safety, intellectual property 
protection and the integrity of information in the political, economic social, cultural, artistic and 
other spheres.  
 
The G7’s traditional built-in agenda starts with the economy and finance. It includes strengthening 
non-inflationary, shared economic growth through fiscal, monetary and exchange rate policy and 
strengthening financial stability through better financial regulation and supervision, including of 
banks and shadow banks, private investments (including private equity), pension funds, insurance, 
accounting, sovereign wealth funds and crypto currency. It also involves G7 leaders’ new focus on 
economic security and resilience by diversifying supply chains through cooperation among 
themselves and with other democracies and developing countries that need to export their way to 
prosperity and secure inward investment and infrastructure partnerships to help. Travel, tourism and 
culture are a key concern of Italy, which has a tourist-dependent economy, the most world 
UNESCO-certified heritage sites, and an internationally famous cultural heritage reaching back 
several millennia and growing vibrantly today. Travel, tourism and culture are similarly important to 
many countries, as they foster economic development, poverty reduction, women and youth 
empowerment, ecological enhancement, intercultural understanding and peace.  
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Health, a perennial summit subject, includes controlling Covid-19 as new variants arise, preventing, 
preparing and responding to new pandemics, and addressing outbreaks of measles, mpox, Ebola, 
polio and HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, H1N1 influenza, other infectious and chronic, non-
communicable diseases, zoonoses and antimicrobial resistance. It adds an emphasis on mental health, 
exacerbated by Covid-19, and brain health, as dementia spreads among the rapidly aging populations 
in most G7 members and many beyond, and the links between health and climate change intensify. 
In response, G7 leaders will seek to strengthen universal health coverage, primary health care and an 
integrated global health architecture through a new pandemic treaty, better International Health 
Regulations and a richer Pandemic Fund, all with a more powerful and better financed World Health 
Organization (WHO) at the core. 
 
Social well-being more broadly includes fostering better jobs and labour standards, gender equality, 
education and human capital, and care for children, youth, and the elderly.  
 
Strengthening the G7-centred system of global governance covers improving implementation of G7 
summit commitments, the multilateral institutions in the UN system, trust in multilateralism amid a 
changing balance of power and cascading crises, and the G7’s relationship with the major growing 
democracies led by India, with the G20 – which Brazil hosts in 2024 – and with civil society, 
represented by the formal and informal G7 engagement groups. 
 
In addressing this very broad, demanding, interconnected agenda, G7 leaders will be guided by their 
Italian host’s emphasis on partnership with the Global South and between East and West, on G7 
unity, and on the issues of Ukraine, economic security, energy security, migration and Africa. 
 
On its eve, the Apulia Summit promises to produce a strong performance. It will be led by its very 
strong support for Ukraine and the other European democracies in the face of Russia’s aggression. It 
will make significant progress on climate change, the environment, energy and Africa and substantial 
progress on food security and AI. Advances will be solid on development, the Indo-Pacific region, 
migration, and the economy. But they will be small on protecting civilians and containing the deadly 
conflict in Gaza, the Gulf and Red Sea to the south, Lebanon to the north and Iran, and bringing a 
political solution and peace to the Middle East.  
 
The Apulia Summit’s strong performance overall will be propelled by the strong shock-activated 
vulnerability of G7 members to deadly conflicts and climate change, the failure of the multilateral 
organizations to respond effectively, G7 members’ substantial globally predominant and internally 
equalizing capability in key components, their high, if strained, democratic political commonality, 
despite their leaders’ low domestic political support, and by the significant value they place on their 
personal G7 club at the hub of a growing network of global summit governance. Despite their 
differences, they all know that they have nowhere else to go to control the interconnected crises they 
commonly confront. 

Priori%es, Plans and Prepara%ons 
Italy’s priorities, plans and preparations for the Apulia Summit were first publicly presented by 
Meloni at a news conference at the Hiroshima Summit in the early hours of June 21, 2023, just 
before she left early to return home to deal with the devastating floods in Italy’s north (see 
Appendix B). 
 
She announced that the summit would be held in Apulia in mid June, immediately after the 
European Parliament elections whose dates were still to be finalized (Meloni 2023a). She said: “At a 
summit where the Global South will be a key focus, we will be taking the major world leaders to the 
south of Italy, and we have chosen Puglia because, from this point of view, it has symbolic meaning 
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linked to its geographical position. Over the centuries, Puglia has acted as a bridge between East and 
West. As you will remember, Pope Francis also chose the capital of the Puglia region, Bari, for a 
historic meeting with the heads of the Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches in 2018, 
which was an unprecedented ecumenical event. In essence, the Puglia region symbolises East and 
West embracing, and we believe this is also the best way to overcome the narrative of the West being 
on one side with the rest of the world on the other, which is clearly fuelled by adversary 
propaganda.” 
 
At Hiroshima, Meloni (2023a) said the Italian presidency priorities would include Ukraine, in the 
context that prevailed at the Apulia Summit’s time, reaffirming the G7’s unity and respect for the rule 
of international law, especially in the current conflict. They would also include economic security, 
building on the 2023 summit’s results, energy security, migration as a key issue, and Africa and more 
cooperation with it. This would advance the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment, 
“an infrastructure plan by the G7 countries to strengthen supply chains, investing in the Global 
South,” which was very similar to Italy’s Mattei Plan for Africa. The Mattei Plan’s purpose was “how 
to cooperate with African countries, bringing investments in connection infrastructure, especially 
with regard to energy, and solving various problems together: the problem of energy supplies in 
Europe, but also the problem of how to help African countries to develop better” with a focus on 
Italy.  
 
This led to the problem of migration “because, after all, the most structural way to solve this 
problem is to defend the right, which is not guaranteed today, of many people not to have to flee 
their homes and their lands, abandoning their lives in search of a different and better life” (Meloni 
2023a). Within the G7, Italy again raised migration, human trafficking and how to tackle illegal 
migration.  
 
Economic security included supply chains, a longstanding concern of Meloni’s, and how dangerous it 
was to depend so significantly on factors beyond a country’s control. The need now was to 
understand what G7 strategic supply chains were, which ones were essential and chose strategies to 
strengthen the economy and security. Artificial intelligence would also be addressed. 
 
Further guidance came from an address by Luca Ferrari, who was Italy’s G7 and G20 sherpa and 
former ambassador to China and Saudi Arabia, at a hybrid event held by the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali a few weeks after the Hiroshima Summit.  
 
Later, at the final G7 sherpa meeting for 2023, held in Tokyo in early December, sherpas discussed 
how to ensure continuity from the Japanese presidency to the Italian presidency. Italy wished to 
maintain the importance of adherence to international law and standing up for Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and integrity. Since October 7 the crisis in Middle East had become a big preoccupation and certainly 
would remain so into 2024. The Italians telegraphed an emphasis on Africa as their geographic focus. 
They indicated that some areas of focus would be on promoting sustainable development, climate 
and environment issues, food and energy security, and gender equality, as well as addressing the root 
causes of illegal immigration. It was a broad agenda, with Africa as a clear priority. Italy also planned 
to mount many ministerial meetings and continue to have many working groups. 
 
Italy’s evolving summit priorities were publicly announced when the deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister Antonio Tajani read Meloni’s prepared text to the annual Conference of 
Ambassadors in Rome on December 19, 2023 (Vagnoni 2024) (see Appendix B). The nine priorities 
identified were, in order, Ukraine, the Middle East, developing countries and emerging economies, 
Africa, the Indo-Pacific, migration, the climate-energy nexus, food security and AI governance. 
Ukraine was in first place, as it had been at the very start on June 21, 2023. But new now were the 
Middle East (since the events of October 7, 2023), the Indo-Pacific region, climate (as part of the 
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energy nexus) and food security. Gone as a separate item was economic security including supply 
chains. Remaining, if in a different order, were the developing countries and emerging economies of 
the Global South, Africa, migration and AI.  

Ministerial Mee%ngs 
On January 5, 2024, the Italian presidency announced the schedule of G7 ministerial meetings for 
2024. There would be 21 ministerial meetings, for 20 different ministers, starting on March 13 and 
ending in November. Taking place before the summit came the six for, in order, industry, tech and 
digital; transport; foreign affairs; climate, energy and environment; justice; and finance. After the 
summit would come 13 more: education, science and technology, trade, urban development, labour 
and employment, culture, agriculture, interior, gender equality and women’s empowerment, health 
inclusion and disability, and tourism. Another three, with dates not yet announced, would be for 
foreign affairs, development and defence (see Appendix C-1).  
 
This was a new peak in the number of ministerial meetings, the number of different ministries at the 
core of each one, and the number of ministries involved overall. Two new ministerial meetings 
appeared, those for inclusion and disability, and for defence. The defence ministerial was spurred by 
the unprecedented shocks of the two deadly nearby wars unfolding at the same time – that by Russia 
in Ukraine, and that by Hamas against Israel in Gaza and Iranian affiliates surrounding Israel in the 
Middle East and down in the Gulf and Red Sea. However, the reference to the defence ministers’ 
meeting was subsequently dropped from the schedule, only later to reappear. 
 
Eight weeks later, four more ministerial meetings had been added and taken place. The first 
ministerial meeting of Italy’s presidency, chaired by Minister Tajani, took place for trade ministers, 
virtually on February 7, 2024. Its concluding joint communiqué contained 904 words, 15 paragraphs 
and 20 commitments, with three high binding and 17 low binding ones (see Appendix C-2). Of the 
20 commitments, 19 focused on the World Trade Organization (WTO) and one on development, 
especially in Africa. 
 
The second ministerial meeting took place for foreign ministers, on the margins of the Munich 
Security Conference, on February 17. Its chair’s summary contained 1,909 words, 33 paragraphs and 
24 commitments, with one general one, 13 on Ukraine, nine on the Middle East and the Red Sea, and 
one on Iran’s nuclear program. Of the 24 commitments, four were high binding ones and 20 low 
binding ones.  
 
The third ministerial meeting, announced on February 19, was held virtually the following day for 
transport ministers, to discuss the impact of the Red Sea crisis. This “extraordinary” meeting issued a 
“Declaration Issued by the G7 Transport Ministers on the Red Sea Escalating Crisis,” on February 
20. Its 593 words and seven paragraphs contained two commitments – to support countries 
defending their vessels from attacks, and to protect seafarers and vessels. One was a low binding and 
the other a high binding one. 
 
The fourth ministerial meeting took place virtually among health ministers on February 28. Its 
concluding statement, focused on improving the global health architecture and pandemic prevention, 
preparedness and response, contained 956 words and eight commitments. It referenced shocks three 
times, all on the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The fifth ministerial meeting, and the first initially scheduled one, took place among ministers of 
industry, technology and digital on March 14–15 in Verona and Trento. It issued a declaration of 
4,595 words and four annexes for a total of 6,050 words. It contained 42 commitments, with 33 in 
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the declaration and nine in the annexes. AI was noted specifically in 30 paragraphs for 48% of the 62 
paragraphs in the declaration. The declaration identified four shocks and two vulnerabilities.  
 
The sixth meeting was for transport ministers in Milan on April 11–13. It was “an opportunity to take 
stock of how the G7 countries intend to face the challenges of the future of mobility in an era of 
increasing instability” (Italy’s G7 Presidency 2024c). Ministers would look “at both sides of the same 
coin”: the need to strengthen transport systems against future shocks, such as AI, geopolitical tensions, 
climate change and cyberattacks, and also “envisaging initiatives and solutions to promote more 
modern, efficient and sustainable infrastructure,” which are the “backbone of global connectivity, 
ensuring the free movement of people, goods and services, and generating positive spillovers through 
societies and economic development.” They would discuss managing “mobility in a scenario 
characterized by growing instability and exogenous shocks that put global connectivity at risk … in 
light of the impact on economy and society, in particular for the most vulnerable, and in the 
relationship with the so-called ‘Global South’.” They would thus seek to “enhance coordination and 
increase the level of preparedness and response in the event of extreme and unforeseen events, 
ensuring the continuity of transport systems and the right to individual and collective mobility, a pillar 
of democratic and liberal societies.” 
 
On April 13 the transport ministers issued their outcome document: “The Future of Mobility: Ensuring 
Global Connectivity in an Uncertain World.” Its 5,803 words contained 40 commitments, with 15 
highly binding and 35 low binding ones. It made 10 references to specific shocks, and many more to 
the general poly-crisis and crises that the world faced. The 10 shocks included four on “Russia’s war 
of aggression against Ukraine” and two each on climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Houthi attacks in the Red Sea had one. 
 
On April 17 G7 finance ministers and central bank governors met in Washington DC. They produced 
a communiqué of 3,192 words. It contained 45 commitments, led by 12 on the Russia-Ukraine war 
and 11 on development, followed by health, climate and taxation with four each, macroeconomics with 
three, financial regulation, international financial institution reform and regional security in the Middle 
East with two each, and Iran with one. 
 
The foreign ministers’ meeting took place in Capri on April 17–19, the first of the two G7 foreign 
ministers’ meetings to be hosted in Italy in 2024. Before the meeting, Minister Tajani said the goal 
was “to strengthen the role of the G7 as the main forum for dialogue among leading liberal 
democracies and as a driver of stability to face major global crises” (Italy’s G7 Presidency 2024b). 
The ministers’ discussions would focus on the “main issues at the centre of the international debate, 
starting with the situation in the Middle East,” including the “humanitarian crisis and the pursuit of a 
meaningful and effective political approach towards the ‘two peoples, two States’ solution.” They 
would also address the “tense situation” in the Red Sea, including the impact of regional tensions on 
trade routes. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine remained “central to the G7 agenda,” with the 
Italian Presidency intending to “confirm the G7’s solid and all-round support for Kyiv, providing 
military, political and financial assistance in the pursuit of a just and lasting peace.” Ministers would 
also discuss the stability of the Indo-Pacific region, a priority for trade. Seeking an equal partnership 
with Africa, they would also address the “development/migration nexus,” including the root causes 
of illegal migration. Their agenda would also cover food security, energy security, the fight against 
climate change, cyber security and AI.  
 
When they met, the foreign ministers issued three communiqués totalling 17,287 words and 
containing 205 commitments. The first communiqué, on “Addressing Global Challenges,” had 
13,850 words and 155 commitments. The second, on the Middle East, had 1,530 words and 16 
commitments. The third, on Ukraine, had 1,907 words and 34 commitments. 
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By subject, the 155 commitments in the main document were led by regional security with 37 
commitments, non-proliferation with 14, digital with 12, and infrastructure with 10 and crime and 
corruption also with 10. Then came foreign interference with eight; migration and refugees, food and 
agriculture, and health with seven each; trade (including supply chains) with six; UN reform, energy, 
and gender with five each; Africa with four; climate change, the environment, conflict prevention and 
development with three each; disasters and human rights with two each; and G20 cooperation and 
another general issue with one each. 
 
In Turin on April 29–30, the climate, energy and environment ministers made 320 commitments on 
15 subjects. Those subjects were led by climate change with 85 (with 54 on climate change and 31 on 
climate finance), followed by biodiversity and forests with 74, energy 69, development 26, pollution 
17, resource efficiency 13 and critical minerals 13. Then came gender with six, international 
cooperation and labour with four each, regional security (Russia and Ukraine) and health with three 
each, Indigenous peoples with two, and food and agriculture with one. 
 
On May 10, justice ministers met in Venice, for the third time in three years. There they issued the 
Venice Declaration of 1,859 words plus an annex of 1,516 words, for 3,375 words in all. The 
declaration contained 24 commitments, with the new Venice Justice Group having 10, Russia and 
Ukraine four, international cooperation also four, Ukraine and anti-corruption two, and human 
trafficking and migrant smuggling three, and synthetic drugs one. These commitments noted two 
shocks, both from Russian aggression against Ukraine. The annex – the G7 Justice Ministers’ Pledge 
to Support Anti-Corruption Efforts for the Reconstruction of Ukraine – contained 1,516 words and 
11 commitments.  
 
On May 23-25, finance ministers and central bank governors met in Stresa, joined by Ukraine’s 
finance minister. According to the media handbook issued shortly before the meeting, the ministers 
and bank governors would build on their previous meetings, with an agenda that included support 
for Ukraine and dealing with Russian financial assets, AI, the global economy, multilateral 
development banks, and initiatives on health and finance and international taxation (Italy’s G7 
Presidency 2024a). 
 
During the meeting, the G7 ministers and bank governors met with Brazil, Mauritania (representing 
the African Union), Korea and Saudi Arabia, during which they discussed AI, development and 
cross-border payments, and cooperation with the G20. In addition to the usual participation of the 
heads of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, Organisation for Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) and the Financial Stability Board, they also received contributions from the 
African Development Bank, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the Committee on Payments and Market 
Infrastructures’ Secretariat and the Financial Action Task Force. 
 
The ministers and bank governors issued a communiqué that listed seven annexes, which included a 
summary and full version of the “Finance Track Menu of Policy Options for a Just Transition 
towards Net Zero,” a summary and full version of the “High-Level Framework for Public-Private 
Insurance Programmes against Natural Hazards.” The remaining annexes were reports submitted to 
the ministers and bank governors: a progress report from the OECD on tax cooperation, an update 
from the World Bank on the supporting the green energy transition in Africa, a note from the 
African Development Bank on the Alliance for Green Infrastructure in Africa and a background 
note from Gavi on the African Vaccine Manufacturing Accelerator. 
 
The communiqué itself had 6,490 words and contained 84 commitments. The commitments were led 
by those on digital, information and communications technologies (ICT), and AI with 11 (with 
digital/ICT and cyber having six and AI five), regional security in Russia and Ukraine 10, trade and 
investment (including supply chains and overcapacity) 10 and health also 10. Then came financial 
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regulation and development with nine each, climate change with eight, tax with six, reform of the 
international financial institutions and multilateral development banks with two, regional security 
(Middle East) with two, and one each for cooperation with the G20, the multilateral system, 
economic resilience and security, and crime, plus three other commitments. 
 
By May 25, there had been 11 ministerial meetings within four months, led by the foreign ministers 
and finance ministers with two each, followed by those for 10 other portfolios with one each. 
Together the 11 meetings had each produced an outcome document, together totalling 69,768 words 
(excluding the May 25 annexes) and containing 825 commitments. This was vastly more on all counts 
than the G20 ministerial meetings had produced. 

The Special Kyiv Summit on February 24 
On February 24, on the second anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, G7 leaders held 
a special summit, in hybrid form from Kyiv, the capital city of a country under the constant threat of 
Russian attack. They produced a strong performance, due to the surprising attendance of the G7 
leaders of Italy, Canada and the EU at the side of Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky and to 
their concluding consensus statement with its 235 commitments to support Ukraine for “as long as it 
takes” to win the war. The picture of the physical presence of three G7 leaders in Kyiv and the 
summit itself, as much as the promises on paper, showed that the G7 had come a long way to 
helping Ukraine win its war since the start on February 24, 2022, and that it could and would go all 
the way to win it in the end.  
 
The summit had been announced on February 20, four days after the death of the imprisoned 
Russian dissident Alexi Navalny. The Italian presidency said that G7 leaders would hold a virtual 
special summit on February 24, with Zelensky invited. A joint declaration would appear at the end. 
 
The summit was expected to agree on new sanctions, based on a new package from the EU and US 
approval of sanctions, as Italy believed that Russia was suffering from the G7’s economic sanctions 
(Pascale 2024).  
 
On the morning of February 24, Meloni, von der Leyen, Trudeau and Alexander De Croo, prime 
minister of Belgium, which held the six-month presidency of the Council of the EU, participated in a 
ceremony with Zelensky at Hostomel Airport to honour those who had defended it on that day in 
2022. The leaders’ arrival in Kyiv was announced only that morning, for security reasons (Anadolu 
Staff 2024). In her speech Meloni (2024) said that the Ukrainians who defended the airport “also 
defended us” and “that this land is a piece of our home, and that we will do our part to defend it.”  
 
Attendance at the hybrid G7 summit, starting at 16h00 CET, was almost complete. All the G7 
leaders who did not travel to Kyiv participated online except Macron, who was represented by his 
foreign minister Stéphane Séjourné so Macron could speak with dissatisfied French farmers at the 
Paris Agricultural Show. 
 
At the summit’s end, G7 leaders issued a statement of five pages, 19 paragraphs and 1,816 words. It 
exclusively addressed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and developments within Russia itself, led by the 
murder of Navalny several days before. 
 
In their statement, G7 leaders affirmed their distinctive foundational missions of protecting and 
promoting democracy and human rights seven times, both in Ukraine and Russia. Four affirmations 
were of democracy and three of human rights.  
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The statement contained 36 precise, future-oriented, politically obligatory commitments (see 
Appendix D). All addressed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and developments within Russia and the 
support Russia received from North Korea, Iran and China. This decision-making performance was 
less than the German-hosted G7 summit on February 24, 2022, which produced 52 commitments 
across 15 subjects, including one on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine that day. Kyiv’s 35 commitments 
were also fewer than the 39 produced by the Japanese-hosted G7 summit on the first anniversary, 
almost all of which were on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The Kyiv Summit’s fewer and more 
focused commitments were caused by the summit’s hybrid format and location in the capital of a 
country at war with Russia, vulnerable to a possible deadly missile attack at any time. This required a 
set of strong, simple, singularly focused commitments, all about the clear and present danger at hand. 

The Virtual Summit on Iran on April 14 
On the afternoon of April 14, G7 leaders met virtually in response to the Iranian missile attack on 
Israel the evening before. They issued a statement with six commitments, four on Iran and two on 
the crisis in Gaza. They identified two shocks, one on “Iran’s direct and unprecedented attack against 
Israel” and the second on “the crisis in Gaza.” This was the second special summit that G7 leaders 
held in the first three and a half months of 2024. 

The G7 Leaders’ Statement on Synthe%c Drug Threats on April 29 
On April 29, G7 leaders issued their third statement, this one on the single subject of  “their joint 
effort to fight the production, distribution, and sale of illicit synthetic drugs, and the criminal 
networks which traffic these drugs.” It contained 513 words and 13 commitments, all on the 
synthetic drug threats.  
 
By May 27, with three summits and statements, G7 leaders had already made 55 commitments, with 
most on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Compliance Momentum 
Strong momentum for the Apulia Summit’s performance came from G7 member governments’ 
compliance with the priority commitments made by their leaders at the June 2023 Hiroshima 
Summit. The interim compliance report of the G7 Research Group (2024) showed that by December 
3, 2023, compliance with the 20 assessed commitments already averaged a very strong 91% (G7 
Research Group 2024). It was led by the United States at 98%, followed by France at 95%, the 
United Kingdom, the European Union, Canada and Germany at 93% each, and Japan and Italy at 
83%. Italy stood at the bottom of the list, as it often did (see Appendix E). 
 
By subject, Hiroshima’s interim compliance was led by eight commitments with 100%, those on non-
proliferation, climate change (emission reduction policies), energy (clean energy technologies), energy 
(low carbon and renewable hydrogen markets), food and agriculture (food safety and sustainable 
production), education (inclusivity and equity), macroeconomics (fiscal sustainability and price 
stability) and development (official development assistance) (G7 Research Group 2024). 
 
This was followed by 94% for regional security sanctions, environment (conservation measures), 
food and agriculture (healthy and safe diets), health (life expectancy) and digital economy (digital 
ecosystem with trust) (G7 Research Group 2024). Then came four with 81% on regional security 
(security assistance for Ukraine), climate change (domestic mitigation measures), gender (labour 
markets) and trade (resilient supply chains). At the bottom, with 75%, were human rights (forced 
labour), labour and employment (job creation) and crime and corruption (synthetic drugs). 
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Predicted full compliance for the full period until Apulia was also promising. It averaged 86% of all 
of Hiroshima’s six AI (digitalization) commitments, 79% for its one on the health disease of 
dementia, 74% for the one macroeconomics and 79% for those made since 2016 that were due for 
delivery by 2025. 
 
The actual compliance was at 95%, as identified in the G7 Research Group’s preliminary final 
compliance report in late May. 

Invited Guest Leaders 
By May 27, the Italian host had reportedly invited 11 guest leaders to the Apulia Summit. They 
consisted of four G20 members (Brazil, India, South Africa, Argentina), four other African leaders 
(Tunisia, Egypt, Kenya, Algeria), and the United Arab Emirates, Ukraine and the Vatican. 
 
This was two more than the nine the Japanese host had invited the year before. Japan’s guest list 
focused on the Asia-Pacific (Australia, Cook Islands and chair of the Pacific Islands Forum; India 
and host of G20’s New Delhi Summit; Indonesia and chair of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations; Korea; Vietnam) as well as Brazil, the Comoros and chair of the African Union; and 
Ukraine. Among G20 members, both India and Brazil alone had been invited in both 2023 and 2024. 
 
In 2023 Japan also invited seven heads of internation organizations: António Guterres of the United 
Nations, David Malpass of the World Bank, Fatih Birol of the International Energy Agency (IEA), 
Kristalina Georgieva of the IMF, Mathias Cormann of the OECD, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala of the 
WTO and, virtually, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus of the WHO. 

Prospec%ve Commitments 
As of late May, the Apulia Summit was likely to make several commitments on many key subjects 
(G7 Research Group 2024). They included: 

On Russia and Ukraine and on the Middle East 
• To continue to keep Russian assets abroad frozen until Russia compensates Ukraine for the 

damage Russia has done in its war there. 
• To use the interest from these frozen Russian assets to help finance Ukraine now, in ways that 

respect international and domestic law, financial stability, and the use of G7 currencies for 
international payments and investment (Dubois and Fleming 2023; Financial Times 2023, Tamma 
and Politi 2023; Hinrichsen 2024). The amount raised would be between $3 billion and $50 billion 
from the interest on the frozen Russian assets (Tamma, Dubois and Fleming 2024). A US 
proposal, backed by Canada and the UK, for a G7 loan guaranteed by future profits from frozen 
Russian assets could produce $50 billion disbursed to Ukraine in the few months after Apulia, well 
before the US elections in November (Tamma, Foy and Politi 2024).  

• To provide substantial new military and financial support for Ukraine from their own 
governments.  

• To tighten the oil price cap on Russian oil exports to improve enforcement. 
• To transition from Russian natural gas delivered by pipeline. 
• To ban Russian exports of liquefied natural gas into and through G7 members by a specified cut-

off date (Financial Times 2024d). 
• To reduce dependence on Russia nuclear energy supplies and uranium.  
• To expand the ban on imports of non-industrial diamonds from Russia, beyond the G7 agreement 

on December 6, 2023, to ban them for themselves starting January 1, 2024, and to ban stones 
processed in third countries starting March 1, 2024 (Foy and Dempsey 2023).  



John Kirton: Promising Prospects for Italy’s 2024 G7 Apulia Summit 

May 28, 2024 
Page 11 of 39 

• To support Ukraine in developing its desired energy system that is more decentralized, resilient, 
cleaner and integrated with Europe, and secure the investment that will make it a clean energy hub 
(US Department of State 2023). 

• To ask Israel to continue to allow the Palestine Monetary Authority to use the Bank of Israel to 
process payments into and out of Gaza (Jones 2024). 

On Climate Change, Energy and the Environment 
• To increase electricity storage capacity sixfold from 2022 to 2030 (Mooney, Bryan and Hancock 

2024).  
• To phase out using unabated coal power by 2035. 
• To raise at least $11 billion for a World Bank fund to help developing countries control climate 

change and health pandemics (Williams 2024). 
• To establish a public-private partnership for a Blended Coffee Sustainability and Resilience Fund 

(International Coffee Organization 2024). 

Trade, Investment, Infrastructure and Tourism 
• To act against China’s low-cost imports into G7 members by approving more antidumping and 

countervail cases, or raising tariffs, to counter China’s market distortions. 

Other 
Leaders will very likely commit to the two commitments from earlier G7 summits that are due in 
2024.  
 
Leaders will also try to advance the 23 commitments due in 2025 made by G7 summits since 2015. 
They are led by those on the environment with eight, climate change with six, and energy with four, 
followed by health and gender with two each and labour and employment with one (see Appendix 
F).  
 
They are also likely to commit to support or shape the major summits scheduled for the rest of 2024 
and 2025. These included the UN’s Summit of the Future in September 2024, and the SDGs as they 
started their final three-year period in 2025.  

Propellors of Performance 
The Apulia Summit’s prospective strong performance will be led by its strong support for Ukraine 
and the other European democracies in the face of Russia’s aggression, its substantial advances on 
climate change, the environment and energy, and Africa, and its solid advances on development, the 
Indo-Pacific region, migration, food security, AI and the economy.  
 
It will be propelled by the strong shock-activated vulnerability of G7 members to deadly conflicts 
and climate change, the failure of the multilateral organizations to respond effectively, G7 members’ 
substantial globally predominant and internally equalizing capability on key components, their high – 
if challenged – democratic political commonality, the poor domestic political support of G7 leaders 
and the significant value they place on their personal G7 club at the hub of a growing network of 
global summit governance. 

Shock-AcAvated Vulnerability 
The first propeller is the strong shock-activated vulnerability of G7 members to surprising, deadly 
events created by acts of aggression and climate change-intensified extreme weather events, and the 
energy, financial, health, food and other crises they breed (Wolf 2024) (see Appendix G). 
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Communiqué-reported shocks at the leaders’ level in 2024 began when the Kyiv Summit communiqué 
on February 24 identified 11 shocks. Eight shocks addressed Russia’s aggression, brutal attacks, 
atrocities and threatened use of nuclear weapons. The remaining three referred to the murder of Alexi 
Navalny. 
 
The “G7 Leaders Statement on Iran’s Attack Against Israel” on April 14 identified two shocks, one 
on the Iranian attack and the other on the “crisis in Gaza.” 
 
The “G7 Leaders Statement on Synthetic Drugs Threats” identified one shock, the “critical public 
health emergency” of synthetic drugs.  
 
At the ministerial level, communiqué-reported shocks in 2024 began with those in the trade 
ministers’ statement on February 7 (see Appendix G-2). It contained three shocks, with one on the 
“climate crisis,” one on Russia’s “war of aggression against Ukraine” and one on the “terror attacks 
by Hamas and others across Israel.”  
 
The chair’s summary issued at the foreign ministers’ meeting on February 17 contained seven shocks, 
with one expressing their “outrage at the death in detention of Alexi Navalny,” two on Russia’s “war 
of aggression” against Ukraine, and four on the terrorist attacks, catastrophic humanitarian crisis and 
atrocities in the Middle East.  
 
The “Declaration Issued by the Transport Ministers on the Red Sea Escalating Crisis” on February 
20 identified six shocks, three on the “current crisis in the Red Sea” and another three exacerbated by 
it – “Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine, extreme weather events, and global health 
concerns such as the ongoing recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic.”  
 
The health ministers on February 28 identified three shocks, all on health. 
 
The industry, tech and digital ministers on March 14–15 identified four shocks: two on Russia and 
Ukraine, one on the environment and one general. 
 
The transport ministers on April 11–13 identified 10 shocks, with four on Ukraine, and two each  
on the Middle East, climate and health. 
 
The finance ministers on April 17 identified seven shocks, with Russia’s aggression against Ukraine 
taking three, the Hamas attack on Israel two, Iran’s attack on Israel one and one general shock. 
 
The foreign ministers on April 19, in their three communiqués, identified seven shocks, with two 
general shocks and two also on Covid-19, and Russia and Ukraine, Hamas and Israel, and Iran and 
Israel having one each.  
 
The climate, energy and environment ministers on April 30 identified five shocks, with four on 
climate and one on Ukraine. 
 
The justice ministers on May 10 identified six shocks, with all on Ukraine. 
 
The finance ministers and central bank governors on May 25 identified eight shocks, with six Russia 
and Ukraine and two on Covid-19. 
 
By the end of May, the 11 ministerial meetings and statements had identified a total of 66 shocks. 
They were led by Russia and Ukraine with 28 and the Middle East with 15, then health with 10, 
climate and the environment with nine, and four general shocks. 
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The World Economic Forum’s Global Risk Report 2024, published on January 10, 2024, identified as 
“the risk most likely to present a material crisis on a global scale in 2024” to be extreme weather first 
(from 66% of respondents), AI-generated misinformation and disinformation second (53%), societal 
or political polarization third (46%), the cost-of-living crisis fourth (42%) and cyberattacks fifth 
(39%) (World Economic Forum 2024, 7–8). The most severe risks over the next two years were, in 
order, misinformation and disinformation, extreme weather events, societal polarization, cyber 
security and interstate-armed conflict.  
 
Media-highlighted newsworthy shocks were also high (see Appendix G-3). The world’s elite daily 
financial newspaper, the Financial Times, in the 24 days it published between January 2 and 31, 
distributed its front-page stories as follows: democracy (including war against democratic countries) 
on 96%, the economy 83%, climate and energy 38%, and health 25% and digital 29%. By the number 
of stories, democracy had 43, the economy 40, climate and energy one, health seven and digital 
seven.  
 
From February 1 to 29, the distribution by 25 publishing days was democracy and war on 96%, 
economy 84%, climate and energy 32%, digital 28% and health 24%. The distribution by number of 
front-page stories was democracy 49%, economy 40%, climate and energy 12%, digital 9% and 
health 8%.  
 
From March 1 to 31, the distribution by the 24 available publishing days was democracy and war on 
96%, economy 50%, climate and energy 21%, digital 42% and health 17%. The distribution by 
number of front-page stories was democracy 48%, economy 18%, climate and energy 5%, digital 
13% and health 4%.  
 
From April 1 to 30, the distribution by the 25 available publishing days was democracy and war on 
88%, economy 80%, climate and energy 40%, digital 36% and health 28%. By the 89 stories, it was 
democracy and war 56%, economy 37%, climate and energy 16%, digital 11% and health 10%.  
 
From May 1 to 24, the distribution by the 21 available publishing days was democracy and war on 
95%, economy 80%, climate and energy 38%, digital 33% and health 14%. By the 82 stories, it was 
democracy and war 50%, economy 26%, climate and energy 10%, digital 11% and health 5%. 
Physical shocks were led by Russia’s escalating missile attacks on Ukraine’s energy and civil 
infrastructure as January began, the escalating Middle East war, especially with US, UK and allied 
military strikes on Yemen’s Houthis in the Gulf on January 12, Russia’s murder of Navalny on 
February 16, and Iran’s attack on Israel on April 13.  
 
Scientific shocks were high. In early January the Copernicus Institute (2024) reported that 2023 had 
been the hottest year in recorded history, and that the heat, reinforced by the effect of the El Niño 
Southern Oscillation, would get worse through to the summer of 2024 and continue after. 
 
Democratic shock-activated vulnerabilities were likely to be fuelled by the unprecedented number of 
elections in 2024 and the surprising results they could bring. The first such election outside the G7 
came in Taiwan on January 13 was won democratically by the candidate opposed to autocratic China, 
and did not generate a significant response from China. But the victor’s inaugural address in late May 
led China to militarily blockade Taiwan for three days. 

MulAlateral OrganizaAonal Failure 
The ministerially governed, siloed, multilateral organizations created since the 1940s failed to mount 
an effective response to these big, broad, interconnected shocks. 
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On security issues, the UN Security Council was paralyzed by the unilateral veto of its Permanent 
Five members Russia and China from addressing the security shocks from Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine, the Hamas attack on Israel and its Iranian-backed affiliates in the Middle East and Red Sea, 
and from the military pressure on Taiwan and Japan in the South China Sea and Indo-Pacific region 
as a whole. The US veto constrained support for the Palestinians also suffering from their control by 
Hamas and Israeli actions to counter it.  
 
On development, debt, Africa and emerging economies, the World Bank Group and IMF did better, 
but fell far short of meeting the needs, even with the support of the many regional development 
banks, including the newer BRICS New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure 
Development Bank. And despite continuing pressure for reform of the IMF and World Bank to give 
rising emerging economies greater voice and vote, the resulting changes there were very small and 
slow.  
 
On migration and refugees, the UN High Commissioner of Refugees and the International 
Organization for Migration failed to help the G7’s European members and the US stop the growing 
flow of illegal migration from flowing across the Mediterranean and Middle East and through Mexico 
into their countries, fuelling the rise of right-wing populist parties and dissatisfaction with the leaders 
there. 
 
On the climate and energy nexus, the UN climate conference in oil-rich Dubai in December 2023 
failed to meet the growing global need, despite evidence about escalating, historic global heating. No 
World Energy Organization arose to spur the shift from hydrocarbons to renewables, leaving the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries plus Russia competing with the G7-centred 
IEA, with leading members such as the US, Canada and the UK still reliant on fossil fuels. And no 
empowered environmental organization with a comprehensive ecological mandate emerged to 
coordinate and control the response to the interconnected ecological shocks. 
 
On AI, the International Telecommunication Union tried to respond to its rapid development but 
was too slow and too constrained by competition between China, Russia and their allies, on the one 
hand, and G7 democracies, on the other, to lead the creation of an effective global governance 
regime. 
 
On the key economic, finance and development issues, the IMF and World Bank failed to accurately 
forecast and thus try to prevent the declining growth in gross domestic product (GDP) in all G7 
members in their forecasts just before 2024 began. However, as their executive boards and leaders 
were controlled by G7 members, they did better in modifying their missions and mobilizing 
resources to meet the crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and health threats, within the severe 
constraints that their constitutions, professional expertise and organizational culture allowed. And the 
WTO, at its ministerial conference in late February, did little to overcome the many deadlocks that 
largely paralyzed it.  
 
On food security, the Food and Agriculture Organization, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development and the World Food Programme, all headquartered in Rome, seldom meet at the 
leaders’ level and prioritized the production of food over the preservation of the world forests and 
agricultural lands that they had assumed responsibility for. 
 
The greatest gaps in the subjects of the shock-activated vulnerability versus the multilateral 
organizations’ response coincided well with the priorities and prospective performance of the Apulia 
Summit in June – above all on security, the climate and energy nexus, and AI.  
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Predominant Equalizing Capability 
The globally predominant and internally equalizing capability of G7 members is small overall, but is 
high on key specialized capabilities in the military, financial and AI spheres (see Appendix H). 
 
The level of the G7’s global predominance in overall capabilities is small, as the G7 now has only 
about one-third of global GDP, at current exchange rates.  
 
In April 2024, the IMF (2024b) identified the biggest economies in the world being led by the US 
with GDP of $28.78 trillion, followed by China at $18.53 trillion, Germany $4.59 trillion, Japan $4.11 
trillion, India $3.94 trillion, UK $3.50 trillion, France $3.13 trillion, Brazil $2.33 trillion, Italy $2.33 
trillion and Canada $2.24 trillion. All G7 countries ranked within the global top 10, together 
possessing 66% of its total, with the US alone having 59% of the G7 total. If the other members of 
the EU are added to the G7 total, its share would be larger and that of the US smaller, but still 
predominant.  
 
In GDP growth at current exchange rates, the G7’s global predominance and internal equality 
declined as 2024 got underway, but the latter began to increase in April (see Appendix H). On 
February 5, 2024, the OECD forecast that GDP growth would be 2.9% for the world and for the 
G20 economies, with China at 4.7% (OECD 2024). But it would be only 2.1% for the US and even 
less for all other G7 members, with the 17-member Eurozone at 0.6%, Germany 0.3%, France 0.6%, 
UK 0.7%, Italy 0.7%, and OECD members as a whole 1.8%. 
 
This was a continuation of the earlier trends of US predominance within the G7. In late October 
2023, the IMF had estimated that real GDP growth from the fourth quarter of 2019 to the second 
quarter of 2023 was strongly led by the US at just over 6%, followed far behind with Canada at 3.5%, 
Italy with 3.3%, the Eurozone 3%, Japan 3% and the UK 1.8% (Chazan 2023). 
 
The G7’s internal equalization in overall currency capabilities was also small as 2024 got underway. 
The US dollar index against a basket of six other major currencies, the best measure of overall 
relative capability, rose to a one-month high of almost 104 on January 16, 2024, after falling strongly 
from its peak of 107 in the summer of 2023 (Financial Times 2024a). On February 6, 2024, it rose to 
its highest level since November 2023, climbing 3.2% over the previous five weeks after having fallen 
over 5% between October 1 and late December (Financial Times 2024b). On April 11, the US dollar 
reached a 34-year high against the yen, but by May 4 had slid to 105 against the basket of six 
currencies (Lewis and Hughes 2024). From the start of 2024 to mid-April it had risen 5% against the 
basket of key currencies, but then slid from its peak of 106 in late April to 104.5 by May 20 
(McDougall and Uddin 2024). 
 
However, in specialized military capabilities – key for prevailing in Ukraine, the Middle East, the 
Indo-Pacific region and elsewhere – the G7’s global predominance was strong. Yet its internal 
equality was low, again due to the commanding global lead of the US. This had a powerful 
constraining effect, as for the first few months of 2024, the Republican-controlled House of 
Representatives refused to let the Biden administration send additional military or financial support 
to a beleaguered, retreating Ukraine, leading to the fall of the Ukrainian-controlled city of Avdiivka to 
Russian forces on February 17, and Russian advances toward Kharkiv afterwards. By May a 
bipartisan Congressional deal allowed much more US military equipment and money flow to 
Ukraine. 
 
In specialized financial capabilities, the US dollar is involved in 88% of all international currency 
transactions, and has 58% of global currency reserves (Tooze 2024).  
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In AI and related advanced technologies, US capabilities vastly exceed those of China and Russia, 
especially when reinforced by the other G7 democracies (Takach 2024). 

Common PoliAcal CharacterisAcs 
The common political characteristics of G7 members remained high, despite challenges from anti-
democratic forces within several members, led by the US due to former president Donald Trump. All 
G7 members ranked above 80% on their electoral democracy index score for free and fair elections, 
free media, rights of association guarantees, as compiled by the University of Gothenburg’s V-Dem 
Institute, even if they had all dipped a bit in the most recent years (Financial Times 2024c). They all 
ranked well above the other leading G20 and BRICS members of South Africa with 70%, Brazil with 
under 70%, India 40%, Russia 20%, China with under 10%, even though democratic Australia, 
Korea and Argentina also had over 80%, Mexico had 60%, Indonesia had just under 60% and 
Turkey had 30%. In the US even Trump, running for the presidency again, was so far doing so 
within the established, constitutionally created, electoral system, while awaiting the final judicial 
systems’ judgements on whether he had violated these rules. 

DomesAc PoliAcal Control 
G7 leaders’ domestic political control, however, was low, reducing their ability to comply with their 
Apulia commitments back home and perhaps deterring them from making more ambitious ones 
there. 
 
Leaders’ G7 summit experience is significant, as all are veterans of this forum. Meloni, the host, will 
be at her second summit, Trudeau and Macron at their ninth, Biden and Scholz at their fourth, 
Kishida at his third, Sunak at his second, and von der Leyen at her fifth and Michel at his fifth and 
last. Together they bring 34 years of regular G7 summit experience, for an average of 4.25 years for 
each.  
 
But at home, their legislative control is low, with all but the UK’s Sunak leading coalition 
governments or parties without a majority in both legislative chambers (see Appendix I-1). Biden’s 
Democrats control only the Senate, and that by a very slim majority. The LDP’s Kishida has a 
coalition with the New Komeito Party. Social Democratic Scholz has a three-party coalition with the 
Greens and Free Democrats. Macron’s Renaissance party lost control of the National Assembly in 
the last election. Meloni leads a multiparty coalition. Trudeau’s Liberals depends for their 
parliamentary survival on a supply and confidence agreement with the New Democrat Party. And 
von der Leyen’s party depends on a coalition for its majority in the European Parliament. 
 
The next elections for these leaders are approaching (see Appendix I-2). They are led by Sunak on 
July 4, 2024, and Biden on November 5, 2024, followed in 2025 Trudeau by October 30, Scholz by 
October 26, and Kishida by October 31. There are no elections scheduled in 2026; in 2027 Macron’s 
will be in April and Meloni’s in December. Apart from Biden, all could choose or be forced to call an 
early election. The domestic political popularity of all G7 leaders and their parties is low. Polls on 
January 30, 2024, showed that the public approval of all G7 leaders was a net negative, with Meloni 
at −6%, Biden −18%, Trudeau −25%, Sunak −36%, Macron −44% and Scholz −56% (see 
Appendix I-3). 
 
A poll by Quinnipac University on February 20 showed that in the US public approval of the 
Democratic Party’s presidential candidate was only 49%. In Japan, on February 15 Kishida’s cabinet 
was at a new low of 16.9% in a Jiji Press poll (see Appendix I-4). 
 
By late May, none of these leaders had substantially improved. 
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Club at the Hub 
G7 leaders place a high value on the G7 as their personal club at the hub of a growing network of 
global summit governance. As host, Meloni took the traditional pre-summit tour to meet with her 
fellow G7 leaders: on February 6 she went to Japan, and on February 18 she announced she would 
visit the United States on March 1 and Canada on March 2. Following speculation about a virtual G7 
summit to mark the second anniversary of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, as they had on the 
first anniversary in 2023, the Italian presidency on February 20 announced that it would. It did, 
followed by another on Iran on April 13 and then a statement on synthetic drugs. 
 
The Apulia Summit could be followed by another G7 one as part of the Peace Summit in Switzerland 
starting on June 15. 
 
Another could take place, as in 2023, on the margins of the summit of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization on July 9–11 in Washington DC, of the UN’s Summit of the Future, co-facilitated by 
Germany and Namibia, in New York on September 22–23, and the G20’s Rio Summit, hosted by 
Brazil on November 18–19. This would depend, inter alia, on Biden’s schedule and political and 
physical calculations, as the US presidential elections on November 5 approached. 
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Appendix A: G7 Summit Performance, 1975–2023 
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1975 A− 2 29% 3 1 1,129 5 15 54% 2 0 1 6 0 0 
1976 D 0 0% 2 1 1,624 0 10 n/a n/a 0 0 7 0 0 
1977 B− 1 13% 2 6 2,669 0 55 n/a n/a 0 1 8 0 0 
1978 A 1 13% 2 2 2,999 0 50 57% 3 0 0 8 0 0 
1979 B+ 0 0% 2 2 2,102 0 55 n/a n/a 1 2 8 0 0 
1980 C+ 0 0% 2 5 3,996 3 54 n/a n/a 0 1 8 0 0 
1981 C 1 13% 2 3 3,165 0 48 50% 2 1 0 8 0 0 
1982 C 0 0% 3 2 1,796 0 39 15% 1 0 3 9 0 0 
1983 B 0 0% 3 2 2,156 7 39 22% 2 0 0 8 0 0 
1984 C− 1 13% 3 5 3,261 0 31 27% 2 1 0 8 0 0 
1985 E 4 50% 3 2 3,127 1 24 64% 2 0 2 8 0 0 
1986 B+ 3 25% 3 4 3,582 1 39 29% 1 1 1 9 0 0 
1987 D 2 13% 3 7 5,064 0 53 65% 1 0 2 9 0 0 
1988 C− 3 25% 3 3 4,872 0 27 n/a n/a 0 0 8 0 0 
1989 B+ 3 38% 3 11 7,125 1 61 47% 4 0 1 8 0 0 
Average/ 
Total 

       600/ 
40 

43% 20      

1990 D 3 38% 3 3 7,601 10 78 45% 4 0 3 8 0 0 
1991 B− 1 13% 3 3 8,099 8 53 69% 2 0 0 9 1 0 
1992 D 1 13% 3 4 7,528 5 41 86% 3 1 1 8 0 0 
1993 C+ 0 0% 3 2 3,398 2 29 79% 2 0 2 8 1 0 
1994 C 1 13% 3 2 4,123 5 53 86% 2 1 0 8 1 0 
1995 B+ 3 25% 3 3 7,250 0 78 65% 1 2 2 8 1 0 
1996 B 1 13% 3 5 15,289 6 128 71% 23 0 3 8 1 4 
1997 C− 16 88% 3 4 12,994 6 145 63% 11 1 3 9 1 0 
Average/ 
Total        

606/ 
76 71%       

1998 B+ 0 0% 3 4 6,092 5 73 71% 13 0 0 9 0 0 
1999 B+ 4 22% 3 4 10,019 4 46 73% 10 1 5 9 0 0 
2000 B 1 11% 3 5 13,596 6 105 87% 29 0 4 9 4 3 
2001 B 1 11% 3 7 6,214 3 58 74% 20 1 2 9 0 0 
2002 B+ 0 0% 2 18 11,959 10 187 68% 24 1 8 10 0 0 
2003 C 0 0% 3 14 16,889 17 206 81% 20 0 5 10 12 5 
2004 C+ 0 0% 3 16 38,517 11 245 77% 33 0 15 10 12 0 
2005 A− 8 67% 3 16 22,286 29 212 83% 28 0 5 9 11 6 
2006 B+ 6 44% 3 15 30,695 256 317 70% 28 0 4 10 5 9 
2007 B+ 12 100% 3 8 25,857 86 329 77% 31 0 4 9 9 9 
2008 B+ 8 78% 3 6 16,842 33 296 73% 29 1 4 9 15 6 
2009 B 13 67% 3 10 31,167 62 254 77% 27 2 9 10 28 10 
2010 C 10 89% 2 2 7,161 32 44 75% 21 0 1 10 9 0 
2011 B+ 14 67% 2 5 19,071 172 196 78% 18 1 0 10 7 4 
2012 B+ 7 67% 2 2 3,640 42 81 78% 22 0 1 10 4 1 
2013 B+ 13 60% 2 4 13,494 71 214 79% 27 0 0 10 6 1 
Average/ 
Total  
1998–2013 

       2,863/ 
179 76%       

Average/ 
Total  
1990–2013 

       3,446/ 
144 

74%       

2014  B 6 44% 2 1 5,106 42 141 85% 24 1 0 9 0 0 
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2015  B+ 2 25% 2 2 12,674 20 376 79% 35 1 4 9 6 6 
2016  B− 22 63% 2 7 23,052 95 342 69% 28 1 1 9 7 5 
2017  B 2 25% 2 4 8,614 158 180 79% 22 1 2 9 5 6 
2018  B+ 0 0% 2 8 11,224 56 315 78% 42 1  9 12 4 
2019 B− 6 57% 3 10 7,202  71 76% 27 1 0 9 8 8 
2020 B+ 0 0% 1 1 795 0 25 94% 20 0 0 9 4 n/a 
2021 A− 4 50% 3 3 20,677 130 429 89% 29 0 0 9 4 3 
2022 A− 1 13% 3 8 19,179 118 545 92% 21 0 0 9 6 9 
2023 A 17 75% 3 6 30,046 57 698 - - 0 0 9 9 7 
Average/ 
Total  
2014–2023 
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6  23 

50/ 
5 

138,587/ 
13,858 

676/ 
75 

3,122/ 
312 82% 

248/ 
28 6 7 9 

61/ 
6 

48/ 
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Total  204 27.57 129 268 527,017 1,575 7,093 15.98 696 21 102 429 189 106 
Average  4.2 0.6 2.6 5.5 10,755.4 32.8 147.8 0.4 16.5 0.4 2.1 8.8 3.9 2.2 
Updated: Bri,aney Warren, October 14, 2023. 
Notes: n/a = not available. 
Grade: Kirton scale is A+ Extremely Strong, Striking, Standout, Historic; A Very Strong; A− Strong; B+ Significant; B 
SubstanQal; B− Solid; C Small; D Very Small; F Failure (including made things worse). 
DomesQc poliQcal management: # communiqué compliments = the number of favourable references to G7/G8 
members by name. Spread = number of G7/G8 members complimented. 
DeliberaQon: # days = the duraQon of the summit; # statements = number of official statements issued in the leaders’ 
name; # words = number of words contained in the official statements. 
DirecQon seang: # affirmaQons of G7/G8 core values of open democracy, individual liberty and human rights contained 
in official documents. 
Decision making: # commitments contained in the official documents. 
Delivery: Compliance: compliance with selected commitments assessed as follows: 1975–1989 assessed elsewhere by 
George von Furstenberg and Joseph Daniels; 1990–1995 assessed elsewhere by Ella Kokotsis; 1996– assessed by the G7 
Research Group. # commitments: number of commitments assessed. 
Development of global governance: # ministerials created = number of insQtuQons at the ministerial level created; # 
official-level groups created = number of insQtuQons at the officials level created. InsQtuQons created at or by the 
summit, or during the hosQng year, at least in the form of having one meeQng take place. 
ParQcipaQon: # members = number of leaders of full members, including those represenQng the European Community 
from the start; Russia started as a parQcipant in 1991 and became a full member in 1998 unQl its last parQcipaQon in 
2013; the G4 met in 1974 without Japan and Italy and later that year the G6 (without Canada) met. # parQcipaQng 
countries = number of full members plus number of leaders from other countries. # parQcipaQng internaQonal 
organizaQons = number of heads of internaQonal organizaQons. 
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Appendix B: Italy’s 2024 Summit Priori%es 

As set out on June 21, 2023 
• Global South  
• Ukraine 
• Economic security, including supply chains, building on the 2023 summit’s results 
• Energy security  
• Migration, human trafficking and how to tackle illegal migration, as a key issue  
• Africa, more cooperation, including Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment 
• Artificial intelligence 

As set out on December 19, 2023 
1. Ukraine 
2. Middle East 
3. Developing countries, emerging economies 
4. Africa 
5. Indo-Pacific 
6. Migration 
7. Climate-energy nexus 
8. Food security 
9. Artificial intelligence governance 
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Appendix C: G7 Ministerial Mee%ngs in 2024 

C-1: G7 Ministerial MeeAng Schedule (as of May 28, 2024) 
Held 
Date Porlolio LocaQon Outcome 
Feb 7 Trade virtual Statement 
Feb 17 Foreign  Munich Security Conference  Chair’s summary  
Feb 20 Transport virtual DeclaraQon 
Feb 28 Health virtual Statement 
Mar 13-15 Industry, tech and digital Verona and Trento DeclaraQon 
Apr 11-13 Transport Milan DeclaraQon 
Apr 17 Finance and central bankers Washington DC Statement 
Apr 17-19 Foreign Capri Communiqués (3) 
Apr 28-30 Climate, energy and environment Turin Communiqué, 2 annexes 
May 9-10 JusQce Venice Communiqué, 1 annex 
May 23-25 Finance ministers and central bankers Stresa Communiqué, 7 annexes 
Scheduled 
Jun 27-29 EducaQon Trieste  
Jul 9-11 Science and technology Bologna and Forlì  
Jul 16-17 Trade Villa San Giovanni/Reggio Calabria  
Sep 11-13 Labour and employment Cagliari  
Sep 19-21 Culture Napoli  
Sep 26-28 Agriculture Siracusa  
Oct 2-4 (TBC) Interior Avellino  
Oct 4-6 Gender equality/women empowerment Matera  
Oct 9-11 Health Ancona  
Oct 14-16 Inclusion and disability Assisi and Perugia  
Oct 18-20 Defence Naples  
Oct 24-25 Development Pescara  
Nov 13-14 Tourism Florence  
Nov 17-19  Urban sustainable development Genoa  
Date TBC Foreign Fiuggi  
 
Total: 26 meeQngs of 21 different ministerial porlolios, led by foreign affairs with three; trade, transport and health 
with two each; and the first ever ones for inclusion and disability and for defence. They were held from February 7 
through to at least November 3. 
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C-2: G7 Ministerial MeeAngs Performance 

Date Subject Words 
Democracy/ 

Human rights Decisions 
Development of global 

governance 
Feb 7 Trade 904  20  
Feb 17 Foreign 1,909  24  
Feb 20 Transport 593  2  
Feb 28 Health 956  8  
Mar 14-15 Industry, technology and digital 6,050  42  
April 11-13 Transport 5,803  40  
April 17 Finance and central bankers 3,192  45  
April 18 Foreign  17,287  205  
April 29-30 Climate, energy, environment 23,209  320  
May 10 JusQce 3,375  35  
May 25 Finance and central bankers 6,490  84  
Total 11 69,768  825  
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Appendix D: Commitments, G7 Kyiv Summit, February 24, 2024 
2024V-01 [We the Leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) met today with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to] reaffirm our unwavering support for Ukraine 
 
2024V-02 We will hold those culpable for Navalny’s death accountable, including by continuing to 
impose restrictive measures in response to human rights violations and abuses in Russia and taking 
other actions. 
 
2024V-03 We will continue to support Ukraine’s right to self-defence and reiterate our commitment 
to Ukraine’s long-term security, including by concluding and implementing bilateral security 
commitments and arrangements, based on the Joint Declaration of Support for Ukraine we endorsed 
in Vilnius last July. 
 
2024V-04 We are stepping up our security assistance to Ukraine and are increasing our production 
and delivery capabilities, to assist the country. 
 
2024V-05 We will help Ukraine meet its urgent financing needs, 
 
2024V-06 [We will help Ukraine meet its urgent financing needs,] and assist other vulnerable 
countries severely affected by the impacts of Russia’s war. 
 
2024V-07 We urge the approval of additional support to close Ukraine’s remaining budget gap for 
2024. 
 
2024V-08 We will continue to work, with the Ukrainian authorities and International Financial 
Institutions through the Multi-agency Donor Coordination Platform for Ukraine 
 
2024V-09 [We will continue to work, with the Ukrainian authorities and International Financial 
Institutions through the Multi-agency Donor Coordination Platform for Ukraine] and by leveraging 
private investments. 
 
2024V-10 We will never recognise so-called “elections”, past and future, held by Russia in the 
territories of Ukraine, nor their results. 
 
2024V-11 We remain committed to holding those responsible accountable for their atrocities against 
the people of Ukraine, in line with international law. 
 
2024V-12 We support investigations by the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, the 
Prosecutor-General of Ukraine, and other national prosecutors within their jurisdictions. 
 
2024V-13 Finally, we will continue to support Ukrainian displaced persons and refugees and protect 
those in need. 
 
2024V-14 We reiterate our support for the Council of Europe Register of Damage for Ukraine. 
 
2024V-15 We will continue to help Ukraine export its grain and agricultural products to the most 
vulnerable nations, including through the implementation of the Grain Verification Scheme that 
Ukraine will lead this year. 
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2024V-16 We will continue to raise the cost of Russia’s war, degrade Russia’s sources of revenue and 
impede its efforts to build its war machine, as demonstrated by our recently approved sanctions 
packages. 
 
2024V-17 We remain committed to fully implementing and enforcing our sanctions on Russia and 
adopting new measures as necessary. 
 
2024V-18 We remain committed to fully implementing and enforcing our sanctions on Russia] and 
adopting new measures as necessary. 
 
2024V-19 We continue to counter, in close cooperation with third countries, any attempts to evade 
and circumvent our sanctions and export control measures. 
 
2024V-20 We will impose additional sanctions on companies and individuals in third countries who 
help Russia acquire weapons or key inputs for weapons. 
 
2024V-21 We will also impose sanctions on those who help Russia acquire tools and other 
equipment that aid Russian weapons production or military-industrial development. 
 
2024V-22 We will continue to apply significant pressure on Russian revenues from energy and other 
commodities. 
 
2024V-23 We will continue to take steps to tighten compliance and enforcement of the oil price cap. 
 
2024V-24 While working to maintain supply stability, we will respond to price cap violations, 
including by imposing additional sanctions measures on those engaged in deceptive practices while 
transporting Russian oil and against the networks Russia has developed to extract additional revenue 
from price cap violations. 
 
2024V-25 We will continue taking steps to limit Russia’s future energy revenues. 
 
2024V-26 We will continue to impede Russia’s development of future energy projects and disrupt its 
development of alternatives for energy shipping and other services. 
 
2024V-27 We will continue efforts to reduce Russia’s revenues from metals. 
 
2024V-28 We will continue to take action against third-country actors who materially support 
Russia’s war including by imposing additional measures on entities, where appropriate, in third 
countries. 
 
2024V-29 We call on financial institutions to refrain from supporting Russia’s war machine and we 
will take appropriate steps, consistent with our legal systems, to deter this behaviour. 
 
2024V-30 We are determined to dispel any false notion that time is on Russia’s side, that destroying 
infrastructure and livelihoods has no consequences for Russia, or that Russia could prevail by causing 
Ukraine to fail economically. Russia should not be able to indefinitely delay payment it owes. 
 
2024V-31 We are determined to ensure full accountability and we support Ukraine in obtaining 
compensation for the loss, injury and damage resulting from Russia’s aggression. 
 
2024V-32 We reaffirm that, consistent with our respective legal systems, Russia’s sovereign assets in 
our jurisdictions will remain immobilized until Russia pays for the damage it caused to Ukraine. 
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2024V-33 We welcome the adoption of the EU legal acts concerning extraordinary revenues of 
central securities depositories gained from Russia’s immobilised sovereign assets and encourage 
further steps to enable their use, consistent with applicable contractual obligations and in accordance 
with applicable laws. 
 
2024V-34 We ask our ministers to continue their work and update ahead of the Apulia Summit on all 
possible avenues by which immobilized Russian sovereign assets could be made use of to support 
Ukraine, consistent with our respective legal systems and international law. 
 
2024V-35 As we move forward, we continue our support to Ukraine in further developing President 
Zelenskyy’s Peace Formula 
 
2024V-36 [We continue our support to Ukraine in further developing President Zelenskyy’s Peace 
Formula] and commit ourselves to supporting a comprehensive, just and lasting peace consistent 
with the principles of the UN Charter, international law and respectful of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. 
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Appendix E: Italy and G7 Compliance, 1975–2021 

Subject Italy’s compliance G7 compliance Italy-G7 compliance 
# Commitments 

assessed 
Overall  63% 76% −13% 675 
Macroeconomics 71% 84% −13% 24 
Financial regulaQon 65% 79% −14% 10 
Trade 58% 68% −10% 52 
Development 61% 75% −14% 60 
Labour and employment 90% 84% +6% 7 
EducaQon 50% 69% −19% 13 
Social policy 100% 86% +14% 5 
Gender 44% 68% −24% 23 
ICT/DigitalizaQon 77% 85% −8% 16 
Climate change  55% 74% 19% 99 
Environment 62% 81% −19% 26 
Food and agriculture  57% 78% −21% 14 
Health 62% 81% −16% 91 
MigraQon and refugees 60% 87% −27% 5 
Crime and corrupQon 64% 73% −9% 46 
Conflict prevenQon 50% 76% −26% 8 
Terrorism 75% 78% −3% 36 
Regional security 76% 79% −3% 44 
Weapons proliferaQon 63% 81% −18% 36 
Nuclear Safety 50% 75% −25% 2 
East-West relaQons 0% 50% −50% 2 
Democracy 64% 75% −11% 11 
Human rights 70% 81% −11% 6 
United NaQons reform 50% 60% −10% 4 
InternaQonal cooperaQon 100% 100% 0% 5 
Infrastructure 100% 100% 0% 1 
Transparency 100% 81% +19% 2 
Heiligendamm Process 100% 100% 0% 1 
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Appendix F: G7 Commitments with 2025 Timeline 

Summit Total Gender Energy Health Climate change Environment 
Labour and 

employment 
1975–2014 0       
2015 Elmau 1 1      
2016 Ise-Shima 2  1 1    
2017 Taormina 1 1      
2018 Charlevoix 0       
2019 Biarritz 0       
2020 Virtual 0       
2021 Cornwall 5  1  2 2  
2022 Elmau 6  1  2 2 1 
2023 Hiroshima 8  1 1 2 4  
Total 23 2 4 2 6 8 1 

Compiled by Bri,aney Warren, September 25, 2023. Coded by John Kirton, November 26, 2023. 
Note: The 23 commitments due in 2025 made by G7 summits since 2015 are led by those on the environment with 
eight, climate change with six and energy with four, followed by health and gender with two each and labour and 
employment with one.  

2015 Elmau (1) 
2015-283: [We will conQnue to take steps] to reduce the gender gap in workforce parQcipaQon within our own 
countries by 25% by 2025, taking into account naQonal circumstances including by improving the framework condiQons 
to enable women and men to balance family life and employment, including access to parental leave and childcare. 
(core gender) (labour-employment related) 

2016 Ise-Shima (2) 
2016-166: We remain commi,ed to the eliminaQon of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies and encourage all countries to do 
so by 2025. (core energy finance) 

2016-226: Galvanize internaQonal efforts to combat malnutriQon and to hold the rise of obesity and over-weight 
targeQng most vulnerable populaQons - mothers, children and adolescent girls - and consistent with the WHO [World 
Health OrganizaQon] Comprehensive ImplementaQon Plan on Maternal, Infant and Young Child NutriQon, including: (i) 
the acQviQes within the Decade of AcQon on NutriQon 2016-2025 and by various iniQaQves such as Scaling Up 
NutriQon (core health) (food-agriculture-related) 

2017 Taormina (1) 
2017-152: Consider adopQng measures that support an increased uptake by fathers of parental leave, by 2025. (core 
gender) 

2018 Charlevoix (0) 
None 

2019 Biarritz (0) 
None 

2020 Virtual (0) 
None 

2021 Cornwall (5) 
2021-14: [We commit to]…increasing and improving climate finance to 2025 (core climate change finance) 

2021-189: More broadly, we reaffirm our exisQng commitment to eliminaQng inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 2025, 
[and call on all countries to join us, recognising the substanQal financial resource this could unlock globally to support 
the transiQon and the need to commit to a clear Qmeline]. (core energy - finance) 
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2021-204: We reaffirm the collecQve developed country goal to jointly mobilise $100 billion per year from public and 
private sources, through to 2025 in the context of meaningful miQgaQon acQons and transparency on implementaQon. 
(core climate change - finance) 

2021-224: Third, we will work intensively towards increasing investment in the protecQon, conservaQon and restoraQon 
of nature, including commiang to increase finance for nature-based soluQons through to 2025. (core environment - 
finance) 

2021-326: Working intensively towards increasing finance for nature from all sources throughout the next five years: in 
parQcular, we commit to increase our finance contribuQons for nature-based soluQons through to 2025. (core 
environment - finance) 

2022 Elmau (6) 
2022-32: We renew our strong commitment and will intensify our efforts to delivering on the collecQve USD 100 billion 
climate finance mobilisaQon goal as soon as possible and through to 2025. (core climate change - finance) 

2022-34: We commit to working alongside others towards the implementaQon of the Glasgow Climate Pact's call to 
collecQvely at least double the provision of climate finance for adaptaQon to developing countries from 2019 levels by 
2025. (core climate change - finance) 

2022-39: We are commi,ed to mobilising resources from all sources and to substanQally increasing our naQonal and 
internaQonal funding for nature by 2025 to support the implementaQon of an ambiQous global framework. (core 
environment - finance) 

2022-41: We commit to ensure our internaQonal development assistance does no harm to nature by 2025, and 
delivers posiQve outcomes overall for people, climate, and nature. (core environment) (development-related) 

2022-48: We [stress that fossil fuel subsidies are inconsistent with the goals of the Paris Agreement and] reaffirm our 
commitment to the eliminaQon of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 2025. (core energy - finance) 

2022-161: By 2025, we will increase the share of our ODA [official development assistance] employment and skills 
promoQon programmes that is directed specifically towards green sectors and greening tradiQonal sectors in 
alignment with our emerging and developing partner countries' strategies, and subject to our budgetary processes. 
(core labour and employment) (development-related) 

2023 Hiroshima (8) 
2023-116: We reaffirm our commitments to the developed country ParQes’ [to the United NaQons Framework 
ConvenQon on Climate Change] goal of jointly mobilizing $100 billion annually in climate finance by 2020 through to 
2025 in the context of meaningful miQgaQon acQons and transparency on implementaQon. (core climate change - 
finance) 

2023-123: We conQnue to accelerate efforts to respond to the Glasgow Climate Pact that urges developed countries to 
at least double their collecQve provision of climate finance for adaptaQon to developing countries from the 2019 level 
by 2025, in the context of achieving a balance between miQgaQon and adaptaQon in the provision of scaled-up financial 
resources. (core climate change - finance) (development related) 

2023-143: We will make as much progress as possible on these issues…by the UN Ocean Conference in 2025. (core 
environment) 

2023-144: [We will make as much progress as possible]…on the broader agenda of ocean protecQon by the UN Ocean 
Conference in 2025. (core environment) 

2023-147: We will idenQfy incenQves, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity by 2025, and redirect or eliminate 
them while scaling up posiQve incenQves for the conservaQon and sustainable use of biodiversity by 2030 at the latest, 
taking iniQal steps without delay. (core environment - finance) 
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2023-148: We reiterate our commitment to substanQally increase our naQonal and internaQonal funding for nature by 
2025. (core environment - finance) 

2023-178: We reaffirm our commitment to the eliminaQon of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 2025 or sooner (core 
energy - finance) 

2023-248: We recommit to working alongside global partners to assist countries to achieve UHC [universal health 
coverage] by supporQng primary health care (PHC) and developing and restoring essenQal health services, to achieve 
be,er than pre-pandemic levels by the end of 2025, as part of our effort to strengthen health systems in ordinary 
Qmes. (core health) 
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Appendix G: Shock-Ac%vated Vulnerabili%es 

G-1: Summit’s Shock-AcAvated VulnerabiliAes 
Date Subject Total  Russia Iran Gaza Health 
Feb 24 Kyiv Russia/Ukraine 11  11    
Apr 14 Iran/Israel 2   1 1  
Apr 29 SyntheQc drugs 1    1  
Total  14  11 1 2 1 
 

G-2: Ministerial MeeAngs’ Shock-AcAvated VulnerabiliAes 

Date Porlolio Total 
Russia/ 
Ukraine Middle East 

Climate/ 
environment Health General 

Feb 7 Trade 3 1 1 1 0 0 
Feb 17 Foreign 7 3 4 0 0 0 
Feb 20 Transport 6 1 3 1 1 0 
Feb 29 Health 3 0 0 0 3 0 
Mar 14-15 Industry, tech, digital 4 2 0 1 0 1 
Apr 11-13 Transport 10 4 2 2 2 0 
Apr 17 Finance 7 3 3 0 0 1 
Apr 19 Foreign 7 1 2 0 2 2 
Apr 28-30 Climate, energy, environment 5 1 0 4 0 0 
May 10 JusQce 6 6 0 0 0 0 
May 25 Finance 8 6 0 0 2 0 
Total  66 28 15 9 10 4 

Note: Ukraine includes Russia, especially “Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine.” Shocks include “shocks,” 
especially discrete, specific ones, “emergency,” “a,ack.” 
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G-3: Media-Highlighted Shock-AcAvated VulnerabiliAes 

Date 2024 Health Economy Climate Digital Democracy 
Health-

Economy 
Health-
Climate G7 G20 

January 
2 Tue 25 50 25 0 0     
3          
4 0 67 0 0 33     
5 0 50 0 0 50     
6-7 50 75 0 0 50     
8 Mon 0 50 0 0 50     
9          
10 0 0 33 0 33     
11 25 0 0 25 75     
12 0 0 50 25 50     
13-14 25 25 25 0 25     
15 Mon 0 75 25 0 25     
16 0 100 25 25 25     
17 0 50 0 25 25     
18 33 67 0 0 33     
19 0 67 0 0 33     
20-21 0 50 25 25 25     
22 Mon 0 25 25 0 75     
23 0 25 0 25 25     
24 0 33 0 0 67     
25 0 50 0 0 25     
26 0 50 50 0 100     
27-28 0 0 0 25 75     
29 Mon 0 50 0 0 75     
30 25 25 0 0 50     
31 0 75 0 0 75     
% days (24) 6 (25%) 20 (83%) 9 (38%) 7 (29%)  23 (96%)     
% stories (91) 7 (8%) 40 (44%) 11 (12%) 7 (8%) 43 (47%)     
February 
1 Thu 0 50 0 0 75     
2  50 50 50 0 25     
3-4 0 50 0 25 50     
5 Mon 0 50 25 0 25     
6 25 50 50 0 0     
7 0 25 0 0 75     
8 0 75 0 0 25     
9 0 50 25 25 25     
10-11 33 33 0 0 67     
12 Mon 0 50 0 0 50     
13 0 75 0 0 25     
14 25 0 0 0 75     
15 0 25 25 25 25     
16 50 50 25 0 50     
17-18 0 67 0 0 33     
19 Mon 0 25 0 0 75     
20 0 50 50 0 100     
21 0 25 0 25 50     
22 0 25 0 0 25     
23 0 33 0 67 33     
24-25 25 50 0 0 25     
26 Mon 0 25 0 0 50     
27  0 0 33 33 33     
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Date 2024 Health Economy Climate Digital Democracy 
Health-

Economy 
Health-
Climate G7 G20 

28 0 0 0 0 100     
29 0 0 0 33 67     
N days 25 6 21 8 7 24     
% days 24% 84% 32% 28% 96%     
N stories 91 8 36 11 8 45     
% stories 8% 40% 12% 9% 49%     
March  
1 Fri 25 0 0 0 50     
2-3 25 0 0 25 50     
4 Mon 0 0 25 0 75     
5 0 0 0 25 75     
6 0 75 0 50 0     
7 0 0 0 25 75     
8 0 25 25 0 50     
9-10 0 50 0 0 25     
11 Mon 0 0 0 0 75     
12 0 0 0 0 75     
13 0 25 0 25 50     
14 0 25 0 0 50     
15 0 25 0 0 50     
16-17 0 0 25 0 100     
18 Mon 0 25 0 0 50     
19 0 0 0 25 50     
20 0 25 0 0 50     
21 25 25 0 0 25     
22 0 25 0 25 25     
23-24 25 25 25 50 25     
25 Mon 0 0 25 25 50     
26          
27 0 0 0 0 25     
28 0 75 0 0 25     
29 Fri NP          
30-31 0 0 0 25 25     
N Days 24 4 12 5 10 23     
% Days 17% 50% 21% 42% 96%     
N Stories 96 4 17 5 12 46     
% Stories 4% 18% 5% 13% 48%     
April          
1 Mon 25 50 0 25 25     
2 25 0 25 0 50     
3 0 0 25 0 75     
4 0 25 25 25 25     
5 25 50 25 0 0     
6-7 0 25 0 25 50     
8 Mon 50 50 50 0 75     
9 25 50 50 50 50     
10 0 50 0 25 75     
11 0 50 0 0 50     
12 0 25 0 0 50     
13-14 25 25 0 0 0     
15 Mon 0 0 0 0 100%   33%  
16          
17 0 50 0 0 50   25%  
18 0 25 50 0 0     
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Date 2024 Health Economy Climate Digital Democracy 
Health-

Economy 
Health-
Climate G7 G20 

19 0 67 33 0 33   33%  
20-21 0 33 0 0 67     
22 Mon 67 0 33 0 67     
23 0 0 0 0 100     
24 0 50 0 0 50     
25 0 25 0 0 75     
26 0 75 50 25 75     
27-28 0 25 0 25 25     
29 Mon 0 50 0 25 75     
30 0 50 0 25 50     
N days 25 7 20 10 9 22     
% days 28% 80 40 36 88     
N stories 89 10% 37% 16% 11% 56     
May          
1 Wed 0 25 0 25 50     
2 0 75 0 0 25     
3 0 25 25 0 50     
4-5 0 50 25 0 25     
6 Mon 0 25 0 0 75     
7 0 50 0 0 50     
8 0 0 0 0 100     
9 33 67 0 0 33     
10 0 50 0 25 50     
11-12 0 0 25 25 25     
13 Mon 0 50 0 0 75     
14 0 50 0 0 50     
15 0 50 25 25 50     
16 0 75 0 0 50     
17 0 50 0 0 50     
18-19 0 25 25 25 0     
20 Mon 0 0 25 0 75   25  
21 0 50 0 0 50     
22 50 25 25 50 50     
23 33 0 33 0 67     
24 0 25 0 50 50     
25-26 0 0 67 0 33     
27 Mon 0 25 0 25 25     
28          
29          
30          
31          
N days 21 14% 80% 38% 33% 95%     
% days          
N stories 82 5% 26% 10% 11% 50%     
June 
1-2          
3 M          
4          
5          
6          
7          
8          
9          
10          
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Date 2024 Health Economy Climate Digital Democracy 
Health-

Economy 
Health-
Climate G7 G20 

11          
12          
13          
15          
N days          
% days          
N stories          

 
Notes: Coded by John Kirton, May 24, 2024. 
Excludes appearance in any conQnuaQon of the story on inside pages. 
Health-economy and health-climate are their co-appearance on the front-page part of the same story. 
Numbers are % of stories on front page. 
Climate includes biodiversity, environment, energy. 
Democracy includes elecQons etc. within a country, and war between democracies and non-democracies. 
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Appendix H: Forecasted Growth in Gross Domes%c Product for 2024 
 OrganisaQon for Co-operaQon 

and Development 
InternaQonal 

Monetary Fund 
World 2.9% 2.9% 
United States 2.1% 2.1% 
Japan - 0.9% 
Germany 0.3% 0.5% 
France 0.6% 1.0% 
United Kingdom 0.7% 0.6% 
Italy 0.7% 0.7% 
Canada 0.9% 1.4% 
Euro area (17) 0.6% - 
Spain - 1.5% 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development members 1.8%  
China 4.7% 4.6% 
India 6.2% 6.5% 
Korea 2.2% 2.3% 
Russia 1.8% 2.6% 
Brazil 1.8% 1.7% 
Mexico 2.5% 2.7% 
Saudi Arabia 2.4% 2.7% 
South Africa 1.0% 1.0% 
Nigeria - 3.0% 
G20  2.9%  

Sources: “Growth ConQnuing at a Modest Pace Through 2025, InflaQon Declining to Central Bank Targets,” OrganisaQon 
for Economic Co-operaQon and Development, February 5, 2024; “ModeraQng InflaQon and Steady Growth Open Path to 
So} Landing,” InternaQonal Monetary Fund, January 30, 2024. 
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Appendix I: G7 Leaders’ Domes%c Poli%cal Control 

I-1: LegislaAve Control 
United States Joe Biden Senate yes; House of RepresentaQves no 
Japan Fumio Kishida CoaliQon government; 2 parQes control both chambers  
Germany Olaf Scholtz CoaliQon government; 3 parQes control both chambers 
France Emmanuel Macron ExecuQve lacks majority in Assemblée naQonale 
United Kingdom Rishi Sunak Majority government controls both chambers  
Italy Giorgia Meloni MulQparty coaliQon government 
Canada JusQn Trudeau Minority government alliance controls lower, not upper house 
European Union Ursula von der Leyen  
 Charles Michel  

I-2: Next G7 ElecAons 
2024    
1 European Union June 6-9, Parliament, von der Leyen may stay, Michel goes 
2 United Kingdom July 4 
3 United States November 5, President and Congress, take office in January 2025 
2025   
1 Canada October 20, or before, to elect House of Commons 
2 Germany October 26, or before to elect the Bundestag  
3 Japan October 31, or before in all RepresentaQves districts 
2026   
2027   
1 France April 8-23, President, first round, potenQal second round two weeks later  
2 Italy December 22or before, general elecQon 
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I-3: Public Approval of G7 Leaders 
United States: Joe Biden 
 Aug 10, 2023 40% approve (World of StaQsQcs) 
 2023 end 39% approve 
 Jan 6, 2024 −16% net  
 Jan 30, 2024 −18% net (Morning Consult) 
 Feb 12, 2024 −15% net (Morning Consult), 41% approve, 56% disapprove 
Japan: Fumio Kishida 
 Aug 10, 2023 23% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Feb 14, 2024 below 30% (FT p. 4) 
Germany: Olaf Scholz 
 Aug 10, 2023 32% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Jan 30, 2024 −57% (Morning Consult), 20% approve 
 Feb 24, 2024 23% approve (Morning Consult) 
France: Emmanuel Macron 
 Aug 10, 2023 30% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Jan 11, 2024 27% 
 Jan 30, 2024 −44% (Morning Consult), 24% approve 
 Feb 24, 2024 21% approve (Morning Consult) 
United Kingdom: Rishi Sunak 
 Aug 10, 2023 30% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Jan 30, 2024 −36% (Morning Consult), 27% approve 
 Feb 24, 2024 25% approve (Morning Consult) 
Italy: Giorgia Meloni 
 Aug 10, 2023 43% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Jan 30, 2024 −6% (Morning Consult), 44% approve 
 Feb 24, 2024 41% approve (Morning Consult) 
Canada: JusQn Trudeau 
 Aug 10, 2023 41% (World of StaQsQcs) 
 Jan 30, 2024 −25% (Morning Consult) 
Other Leaders 
Russia: Vladimir PuQn Aug 10, 2023 77.4% (World of StaQsQcs) 
India: Narendra Modi Aug 10, 2023 76% (World of StaQsQcs) 
Brazil: Lula da Silva Aug 10, 2023 52% (World of StaQsQcs) 
Mexico: Andrés Manuel López Obrador  Aug 10, 2023 61% (World of StaQsQcs) 
Australia: Anthony Albanese Aug 10, 2023 54% (World of StaQsQcs) 
Korea: Yoon Seok-youl Aug 10, 2023 25% (World of StaQsQcs) 
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I-4: Public Approval of G7 Leaders’ Party in 2024 
United States: Joe Biden’s DemocraQc Party 
 Jan 31 Biden 50%, Trump 44%, PresidenQal elecQon (Quinnipiac University) 
 Feb 20 Biden 49%, Trump 45%, PresidenQal elecQon (Quinnipiac University) 
Japan: Fumio Kishida’s LDP-CoaliQon Cabinet 
 Jan Kishida’s Cabinet 18.6% (Jiji Press poll) 
 Feb 15 Kishida's Cabinet 16.9% (Jiji Press poll) 
 Mar 24 Kishida Cabinet 20% (Nikkei-TV Tokyo poll), Disapproval 66%, LDP support 28% 
Germany: Olaf Scholz’s SDP-led CoaliQon 
 Feb 7 SPD-Greens-FDP coaliQon 32% 
 May 3 SPD 15.5%, Greens 13.6%, FDP 4.9%, CDU/CSU 30.2%, AfD 17.7% Europe Elects 
Emannuel Macron’s Renaissance Party 
   
United Kingdom: Rishi Sunak’s ConservaQve Party 
 May 6 ConservaQves 18%, Labour 44% (YouGov) 
Italy: Giorgia Meloni’s Brothers of Italy CoaliQon 
   
Canada: JusQn Trudeau’s Liberal Party 
 Feb 20 Liberals 23.8% ConservaQves 40.6%, NDP 21.9%, Bloc 6.2%, Green 5.1% (Nanos) 
 May 21 Liberls 25%, ConservaQves 41%, NDP 18%, Greens 4% (Abacus) 

Note: − is % approval minus % disapproval 

 


